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From the sociological point of view this is a great gain
to the community, although the system is liable to be
abused. For example, it may be quite proper for gentle-
men and ladies to dine together in a restaurant, but it
certainly does not seem genteel to see ladies smoke* We
may be conservative, but the spectacle of women smoking
in public, either among themselves or with their gentlemen
friends, does not conduce to increasing one's respect
for these lady smokers* And one's conservatism is
reinforced when one sees that this habit of smoking in
public is not practised by the preponderating majority
of the fair sex, but is confined generally to those whose
general behaviour and attire proclaim them as radical
exponents of sex equality in all respects*

This independence of the woman is exemplified not
only in her seeking employment to support herself but
also in the management of her own property* For all
practical purposes, she can make contracts or acquire
property as if she were a man* But the most important
of all is the right which the law allows a married woman
to hold her property distinct from and independent of
her husband* In the eyes of the law she must be protected
in the enjoyment of such property as well as its proceeds*
She may be the object, as one of the equity judges put
it, of the husband's kisses in the morning but of his curses
in the evening* To rely upon the husband's loyalty to
hold his wife's property for her is therefore unsafe, so a
paternal government steps in to protect her by the passing
of the various Married Woman's Property Acts dating
from 1881*

Nor is this all*   For a married woman to hold her